
English                                                        Instructor: Mrs. Sigmen 
 

Informative Essay 
“Heroes Around Us” 

 
Final Written Draft Due: Monday, November 13, 2017 

 
All assigned writing: graphic organizer, and single paragraphs are due the day after they 

are assigned. Each piece is worth 100 points. If a student comes to class without the 
assigned writing completed, that assignment will receive a zero and cannot be made up. 

Each writing assignment builds on the one before it, so a student coming to class prepared 
is imperative.  

The final essay will count for 200 points.  
 

 

Format Requirements: 
 

Final draft will be typed at school on November 13th.  
● 12 point font 
● Times New Roman 
● MLA format 
● Double space 

Essay Requirements: 
 

✓ Create an original title 
✓ Title located as heading of essay 
✓ Remember the prompt and purpose 

of your essay. 
✓ Minimum of 500  
✓ Must have 2 citations (quotes). 
✓ Cite references and quotes correctly 
✓ USE specific facts, examples, and 

details. 
✓ Remember your audience- you are 

informing them the characteristics and 
personal choices that make your person 
a hero. 

✓ Introduction includes: attention 
grabber, and thesis statement which 

tells your reader the main point of each 
body paragraph. 

✓ Body paragraph 1: describe your hero 
(characteristics they possess, 
personality traits, etc.). 

✓ Body paragraph 2: describe what event 
and/or actions make them a hero.  

✓ Body paragraph 3: describe your hero’s 
impact, influence or effect on the 
world.  

✓ Use a strong conclusion: wrapping up 
your essay with rephrasing the points 
you are making about your hero. 

✓ Use precise word choice and transitions 
in your Informative Essay. 



✓ Follow a clear organizational pattern.  
Oklahoma State: Education 7th grade Writing Standard: 
Informative Composition: 
7.3.W.2 Students will compose essays and reports about topics, incorporating evidence (e.g., specific 
facts, examples, details) and maintaining an organized structure and a formal style. 
7.2.W.1 Students will apply components of a recursive writing process for multiple purposes to create a 
focused, organized, and coherent piece of writing. 
7.2.W.2 Students will plan (e.g., outline) and prewrite a first draft as necessary. 
7.2.W.3 Students will develop drafts by choosing an organizational structure (e.g., description, 
compare/contrast, sequential, problem/solution, cause/effect, etc.) and building on ideas in 
multi-paragraph essays. 
7.2.W.4 Students will edit and revise multiple drafts for organization, transitions to improve coherence 
and meaning, using a consistent point of view. 
7.2.W.5 Students will use resources to find correct spellings of words (e.g., word wall, vocabulary notebook, 
print and electronic dictionaries, and spell-check). 

 
10/25  Pass out prompt and requirements  
10/25  Create a web “Characteristics of a Hero” 

10/30 & 10/31  Hero research in computer lab 
11/01  Write introduction on outline 
11/02  Write body paragraph one on outline 
11/06  Write body paragraph two on outline 
11/07  Write body paragraph three on outline 
11/08  Write conclusion on outline 

11/08 & 11/09  Write Rough Draft  

11/13 
Rough Draft due 
Edit/Revise 

11/13  Self score and analyze 

11/14/17  Type final draft at school and Turn in  

 
 
 
The final essay will receive three items: (it will not receive red feedback on the actual essay)  

1. A writing rubric with scores  
2. One writing weakness to focus on 
3. One writing strength 

 
 
 

“Heroes Around Us” 



Informational Essay Rubric  
Student Name:     _______________________________Total Score: ________ 

 
CATEGORY  0 - Below  

Standard  
2 - Approaching  

Standards  
4 - Meets  
Standards  

5 - Above 
 Standards  

Introductory 
Paragraph: 
Hook/Thesis 
Statement 
 

Introductory 
paragraph is not 
relevant to the 
topic. Thesis 
statement does not 
name the topic OR 
the main points 

Introductory 
paragraph, but topic 
and thesis is not 
clear and not all 
main points 
identified. 

Introductory 
paragraph has a hook 
and thesis statement 
that identifies main 
points to be 
discussed.  

Introductory paragraph 
has a strong hook and 
clear thesis statement 
that identifies the main 
points to be discussed 
with strong word 
choices. 

Evidence and 
Examples  

Did not provide 
evidence.  
Examples are 
NOT relevant 
AND/OR are not 
explained.  

Contains at least 
one cited piece of 
evidence. 
At least one of the 
examples is relevant 
and explanations are 
given that prove the 
Point of the 
paragraph.  

Contains at least 
two cited pieces of 
evidence. Most of 
the examples are 
specific and relevant 
and explanations are 
given that prove the 
Points of the body 
paragraphs.  

Contains at least two 
cited pieces of 
evidence. All of the 
examples are specific 
and relevant and 
explanations are given 
that prove the Points of 
the paragraphs. 

Closing 
paragraph  

There is NO 
conclusion - the 
paper just ends.  

Using the same 
wording, the 
author's thesis is 
somewhat restated 
within the closing 
paragraph.  

Basic conclusion. 
The author's thesis is 
restated  using 
different words. 

Strong conclusion. 
The author’s thesis is 
restated using strong 
word choice. 

Editing: 
grammar  

Author makes 
numerous 
mistakes in 
grammar / spelling 
that distract from 
the content.  

Author makes some 
mistakes in 
grammar / spelling 
that distract from the 
content.  

Author makes a few 
mistakes in grammar 
or spelling. 

Author makes minimal 
mistakes in grammar 
or spelling.  

 

Helpful Hint: 

 

Writing Strength: 

 

Writing Weakness: 


